The Mastery Foundation and its connection to Landmark Education.
From: Dialogue Ireland [mailto:dialogueireland@esatclear.ie] 
Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2004 8:42 AM
To: information@masteryfoundation.org
Subject: Mastery Foundation

Dear Ann,
I came across your web site when doing some research on Landmark Education. What is the connection between MF and LES? I notice a number of the people like Basil Pennington who are part of your organisation are also out there supporting LES. I did see your report on Ireland and Israel from last year. Looking forward to hearing from you
Regards
MIKE GARDE
I received this reply: 

Dear Mike,
The Mastery Foundation was started more than twenty years ago by a group of clergy and active lay ministers.  These were Jews and Christians from a variety of denominations who wanted to work together to empower other ministers. This was at a time when there wasn't the emphasis on interfaith cooperation.  The idea was to bring people together from all faiths and give them the tools to keep their ministries and their commitment alive.  The founding group had all experienced a program (the est training) created by Werner Erhard and wanted to use his methodology to empower others in ministry.  They asked Werner to help create a program to do this, and he accepted.  Our basic program -- Making a Difference: A Course for Those who Minister -- and all our other programs incorporate this approach and philosophy. The programs of Landmark Education are also based on Werner Erhard's ideas. That is the only connection between the two organizations.  I hope this answers your question.  If not, please feel free to write again. 
 Ann Overton
 I replied: 

To: "Executive Director" <aoverton@masteryfoundation.org> 

From: Dialogue Ireland <dialogueireland@esatclear.ie>
Subject: RE: Mastery Foundation
Dear Anne,
 
I will put this up on our web site to clarify the position.
Thank you for your prompt reply
Regards
 
Mike
 
www.masteryfoundation.org
Then I contacted Carol Giambalvo of the American Family Foundation (AFF), now known as the International Cult Studies Association ICSA to garner her knowledge. She had been part of est from (1978-83)
From: "Carol Giambalvo" <affcarol@att.net>
To: "'Dialogue Ireland'" <dialogueireland@esatclear.ie>
Subject: RE: Mastery Foundation
Date: Sat, 15 May 2004 10:41:55 -0400

"Ann Overton is a long-time advocate and volunteer for Erhard's organizations. I recognized the name immediately from way back when we were in the group (1978-83). I have an article that appeared in "The Network Review" (which was a newsletter for "graduate" of Erhard's est) when Mastery Foundation was being formed ... it gives the contact person as Ann Overton with a New York City address/phone. The date of the newsletter is May 1984. It says that the Mastery Foundation is "dedicated to making the technology of transformation available to those in ministry everywhere." Whose technology? Werner Erhard's (my comments).  During their course, called "Making a Difference: A Course for Those Who Minister", Basil Pennington also teaches centering prayer."
The comments above seem to suggest a more symbiotic relationship than the more nonspecific one suggested by Ann Overton in 2004?

